
I've said it once and I'll say it 

again, it is such a shame that 

Donald J. Trump had to become 

the worst guy in the world, but 

to his credit, he told us exactly 

what he was and we wanted him 

anyway. He played the game 

better than anyone by rewriting 

the rulebook.

He played the game 

better than anyone by rewriting 

the rulebook.

The video of Trump finding out 

about the death of Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg is new cinema: cinema 

as a prerecorded, scripted 

medium cannot survive or 

adequately capture life in the 

hyperreal media/gamespace of 

today. 

video 

This off-the-cuff moment is more 

cinematic, entirely inadvertently, 

than most cinema now. We all 

know it, and any glimpse at a 

comment section will 

corroborate this claim. He walks 

toward the camera; the unseen 

reporter stops him to share the 

news of the politically untimely 

death of the Supreme Court 

justice; Elton John's "Tiny 

Dancer fits perfectly with the 

pauses in his reaction and to the 

news he is reacting to; the 

subtle zoom as he composes 

something to say; the song 

continues to play out as Trump 

takes his leave toward Air Force 

One, saluting two airmen, as he 

walks up the staircase. It all 

seems too perfect.

Trump is a unique figure in this 

sense; he completely changed 

everything. Among my cohort, 

"pre-2016" is a common 

indicator of time on- and offline, 

when things felt palpably 

different—the new "Before 

Christ." He is funny, media 

trained, catty, sleazy, and 

impossible to turn away from 

with his wonderfully hideous, 

wholeheartedly American 

displays of nouveau riche 

affluence. After all, he is a TV 

guy who thinks, first and 

foremost, in terms of ratings.

Trump is unique because he 

evolves, he listens to youth, or 

rather he makes himself 

listenable to them: that is, by 

appearing on podcasts or 

livestreams with popular 

comedians and influencers who 

largely dictate youth male 

culture online. It's not "Pokemon 

Go to the polls," it's listening to 

your son when he tells you to 

livestream with Adin Ross.

"Pokemon 

Go to the polls," listening to 

your son

livestream with Adin Ross

Trump runs the podcast circuit 

(right-wing and moderate stand-

up comedians/entertainers) 

during his campaign: another 

blow to the claims of legacy 

media as the most verified and 

legitimate purveyors of taste 

and opinion and discourse.

Winning again in 2024 without 

pandering to the vestiges of 

mainstream media leads further 

to its decline and its lack of 

credibility in the social.

decline 

"IShowSpeed is, you know, the new Tarkovsky." 

—Harmony Korine

"IShowSpeed is, you know, the new Tarkovsky."

IShowSpeed and Kai Cenat are the new cinema. 

They are at the forefront of something else 

entirely. At the Venice Film Festival, Korine 

expresses that cinema is being eclipsed. Since 

the beginning of his career, Korine has 

maintained that narrative cinema has become 

stale, refusing to explore new non-narrative 

standards of form.

These guys enter 

politics. Adin Ross, for 

example, as a 

conservative 

mouthpiece from the 

Andrew Tate wing of 

the alt-right pipeline. 

Gone are the days of 

hysterical libs getting 

owned in debates by 

nerdy Jews.

hysterical libs getting 

owned in debates by 

nerdy Jews

A reality TV president 

can only be challenged 

by a reality TV 

president.

Media figures, as 

opposed to politicians, 

understand that reality 

is ratings and PR.

IRL is the new IRL.IRL

All we know for fact is 

that what has been 

tried has failed.failed

I was wrong: one man 

can dismantle the 

economy. Even after a 

decade we still refuse 

to take the man (Trump) 

at his word. Is this the 

first time one man has 

singlehandedly caused 

the crash of the market?

I was wrong

singlehandedly 

Reality TV and the like have 

collapsed the simulation of 

politics. Obama was the 

"perfect simulation president" 

and will be the last. People no 

longer have the simulation (that 

they knew was a simulation) to 

believe in.

"perfect simulation president"

Phil McGraw as Commissioner of Religious Liberty 

Commission, Linda McMahon as Secretary of 

Education, and Donald Trump as U.S. President. Dr. 

Phil, WWE, and The Apprentice. "Kayfabe just 

became canon."

"Kayfabe just 

became canon."

Mad Max dystopia where the 

resources fought over by different 

warring factions are information 

and attention—ratings—and the 

barren wasteland is a nightmarish 

virtual mediascape.

"I have all these idiot advisors around who think they 

got me elected. You know who I actually listened to? 

TV people. Because they gotta get 

ratings—everyday. White House advisor can guess 

wrong, still keep his job. Not the TV guys."

—Donald Trump, The Comey Rule (2020, Billy Ray)The Comey Rule

"Joe Rogan has changed media," 

threatening the legitimacy and 

dominance of mainstream media 

with the sheer size of his 

audience, broad appeal based 

around long-form conversations 

with interesing guests, and his 

lack of beholden interests, 

corporate donors, etc.

"Joe Rogan has changed media,"
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